40 years of Portugal joining the European Union

On 12 June 1985, at the Jerénimos Monastery in Lisbon, Mario Soares, Rui Machete,
Jaime Gama and Ernani Lopes signed the Treaty of Accession to the European
Communities on behalf of Portugal. This moment symbolised Portugal's reunion
with democratic Europe and opened a cycle of profound modernisation, economic
convergence, openness to the world and active participation in the construction of
the European project. Participation in the European space would shape the following
decades politically, economically, socially and institutionally.

Forty years on, we celebrate not only accession, but the entire journey that has been
undertaken since then. This stamp issue includes one stamp specially dedicated
to that founding moment of the signing, a visual symbol of Portugal's European
commitment and the starting point of that journey, as well as stamps highlighting the
buildings that represent the functioning of the European Union.

Berlaymont, the headquarters of the European Commission, represents the executive
engine of integration, where policies, regulations and initiatives that have decisively
marked Portugal's development are conceived, from structural funds to the internal
market.

The Justus Lipsius and Europa buildings, headquarters of the Council of the European
Union and of the European Council, respectively, symbolise the space where Member
States dialogue, negotiate and build consensus, including those that Portugal helped
to forge during its presidencies of the Council of the European Union.

The European Parliament, in Brussels and Strasbourg, is evoked on two separate stamps,
embodying the direct democratic legitimacy of the European project. The voices of
citizens resound in its chambers, including those of Portuguese MEPs who, since 1986,
have been involved in defining the legislation that structures the country's economic
and social life.

The issue also pays tribute to the two European agencies based in Portugal: the European
Union Drugs Agency (EUDA) and the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA). The
presence of these institutions in Lisbon demonstrates European recognition of Portugal's
strategic position, both in the maritime field and in the analysis of social phenomena
with a continental impact.

These are joined by an inaugural stamp which features a photograph of the signing
of the Treaty of Accession, constituting the link between the founding past and the
institutional architecture that emerged from that act, reminding us that all the progress
represented in the other stamps originated at that decisive moment.

Four decades on, European integration remains one of the pillars of Portugal's international
standing and the continuous improvement of living conditions in the country.

The stamps in this issue thus celebrate the shared journey of Portugal and the European
Union, a journey of progress, solidarity and trust, and evoke the European ambition that
continues to shape the nation's destiny.

Carlos Coelho
Commissioner for the celebrations of the 40" anniversary of
Portugal's accession to the European Communities
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40 ANOS DA ADESAO DE PORTUGAL A UNIAO EUROPEIA

A 12 de junho de 1985, no Mosteiro dos Jeronimos, em nome de Portugal, Mario Soares,
Rui Machete, Jaime Gama e Ernani Lopes assinaram o Tratado de Adesao as Comunidades
Europeias. Esse momento simbolizou o reencontro de Portugal com a Europa democratica
e abriu um ciclo de modernizacao profunda, convergéncia econémica, abertura ao
mundo e participacado ativa na construcao do projeto europeu. A participacao no espaco
europeu moldaria as décadas seguintes sob o ponto de vista politico, econdmico, social
e institucional.

Quarenta anos depois, celebramos nao apenas a adesao, mas todo o caminho percorrido.
Esta emissao filatélica inclui um selo especialmente dedicado a esse momento fundador,
com o registo histérico da assinatura, simbolo visual do compromisso europeu de
Portugal e ponto de partida desse percurso assinalado também no bloco filatélico, que
destaca os edificios que representam o funcionamento da Uniao Europeia.
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O Berlaymont, sede da Comissao Europeia, representa o motor executivo da integracdao ZI ( ZI (
P e . . . .  Portugal  Portugal
- onde se concebem politicas, regulamentos e iniciativas que marcaram decisivamente r I r r

na Uniao Europeia na Uniao Europeia
o desenvolvimento de Portugal, desde os fundos estruturais ao mercado interno.
Os edificios Justus Lipsius e Europa, sedes do Conselho da Unidao Europeia e do Conselho
Europeu, simbolizam o espaco onde os Estados-Membros dialogam, negociam e
constroem consensos - incluindo aqueles que Portugal ajudou a forjar nas Presidéncias
portuguesas do Conselho da Unidao Europeia.
O Parlamento Europeu, em Bruxelas e Estrasburgo, evocado em dois selos distintos,
corporiza a legitimidade democratica direta do projeto europeu. Nas suas camaras er ( Portugal er ( Portugal er ( Portugal
ressoam as vozes dos cidadaos, incluindo as dos eurodeputados portugueses que, desde e I "
1986, participam na definicdo da legislacao que estrutura a vida econémica e social
do Pais.
A emissdao homenageia ainda as duas agéncias europeias com sede em Portugal: a
Agéncia da Unido Europeia sobre Drogas (EUDA) e a Agéncia Europeia da Seguranca
Maritima (EMSA). A presenca destas instituicdes em Lisboa demonstra o reconhecimento
europeu da posicdo estratégica de Portugal, tanto no dominio maritimo como na analise
de fendmenos sociais de impacto continental.
A estes junta-se o selo inaugural, que apresenta a fotografia da assinatura do Tratado
de Adesao, constituindo o ponto de ligacao entre o passado fundacional e a arquitetura
Z institucional que emergiu desse ato, lembrando que todo o progresso representado nos
restantes selos teve origem naquele momento decisivo.

r Quatro décadas volvidas, a integracao europeia permanece um dos pilares da afirmacao

internacional de Portugal e da melhoria continua das condicdes de vida no pais.
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“— W Os selos desta emissao celebram, assim, o percurso comum de Portugal e da Uniao
2026.03.13 Europeia - um percurso de progresso, solidariedade e confianca — e evocam a ambicao

europeia que continua a moldar o destino nacional.

Carlos Coelho
Comissario para as Comemoragdes do 40.2 Aniversario da
Adesao de Portugal as Comunidades Europeias






